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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

3TRI -STATE UNIVERSITY

Agent of Change.
For centuries, universities have been a
place where great ideas helped create 
progressive societies. For more than 120
years, Tri-State has helped foster great
ideas that have changed both society and
our students.

To continue our heritage as a catalyst in
our students’ lives, we must change with
the times. The last five years have been
witness to many changes. The physical
environment is improved and expanded:
new villas, new Welcome Center, new
Bookstore, and new boulevard. And
we’re not finished yet. 

The past months bear witness to more change. Homecoming 2005 was, as billed, 
a “Celebration of Success,” ground breaking for our new University Center and Center
for Online Technology, dedication of our renovated Jannen Baseball Field, and the
public announcement of our $70 million “Vision for the Future” campaign, which has
surpassed the $55 million mark and more than doubles the institution’s best fundraising
effort. Our new freshmen honor villas groundbreaking was held in November. These
milestones are featured in this issue with additional plans for the future.

Those familiar with the history of Tri-State know it’s been forty years since our campus
has witnessed as dramatic a change as recent years. President Richard Bateman
presided over the college back then, and what an impact he had. Although he might
shy away from the description of an agent of change, he was and continues to be
deserving nevertheless. We lost Dr. Bateman in 1979. In April, we learned of the 
passing of his wife, Maxine Bateman Kolb, and the generous gift she left to us. Her
$3.5 million estate—the largest single gift in Tri-State history—will truly change the face
of our institution.

As I reflect back on my first five years as president of TSU, I am humbled by the effort
and energy the TSU family has committed to the institution’s present and future. By
honoring this institution’s significant history, we have made strides to ensure that the
educational future of Tri-State University will continue to excel as it has in the past. 

I am looking forward to the coming years and the impact they will make on those to come.

Earl D. Brooks II, Ph.D.
President 
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On a beautiful Saturday morning, May
6th, over 300 students participated in the
Commencement ceremony and joined
in the ranks of the alumni association.
President Earl D. Brooks II, PhD.,
opened the Commencement ceremony
by explaining that graduation should be
viewed as a new beginning to go out into
the world and make an impact. 

“The word ‘commencement’ means 
‘a beginning,’” said Brooks. “You have
achieved a significant new beginning.
That alone is cause for celebration. The
new opportunities that will present 
themselves, because of your new 
beginning, are also cause for celebration.
But, perhaps, the greatest celebration is
that you have arrived at this moment.

Commencement dubbed a new beginning
For some of you, it has been a bumpy path
to travel:  obstacles, hurdles, roadblocks,
detours, maybe even a u-turn. But you
have persevered and now sit at a major
new beginning. There is freshness to new
beginnings; there is excitement in the
air; and I believe it is invigorating.”

Dr. James A. Armour, president of AM
General—a world leader in the design,
engineering and production of military
and special purpose vehicles—addressed
the seniors and encouraged them to follow
this simple principle: “Plan your work.
Work your plan.” 

After students individually received their
degrees from their respective deans and
department heads, Renee D. Thompson,
R.B. Steward Award Winner, gave the
response for the class of 2006. The 
ceremony was closed with the Alma
Mater sung by Becky Torres, ’09, and a
benediction by C. Travis Wilhelm. 
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Above Photos by Chappell
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CAMPUS NEWS

As anticipation was mounting for

Commencement, TSU took time out to

honor the men and women who continually

support the TSU campus and the exciting

advancements for the future. 

Dr. Robert L. Jannen, Chair Emeritus,

was honored in the naming of the

Jannen School of Arts and Sciences 

at a special ceremony held outside Best

Hall. Earl D. Brooks II, Ph.D. presented

Dr. and Mrs. Dolores Jannen with a 

portrait and aerial photograph of the

TSU campus.  

“Here with my family and friends, I feel

like the luckiest man alive today,” said

Jannen during an acceptance speech.  

Jannen is a distinguished alumnus and

long-time supporter of the arts. He has

previously established the Jannen

Renaissance Award at TSU.

“There are few individuals in the history

of Tri-State who have supported their

alma mater with as much passion and

dedication as Bob Jannen,” said Brooks.

“We are indebted to Bob and Dolores for

their loyalty and generosity. It is my hope

that this recognition will bear witness to

the Jannens’ contributions to Tri-State and

will inspire students of all walks of life to

dream and achieve.”

In a surprise ceremony, Dr. William Gettig

and his wife, Loene, were honored for their

gift of a carillon, located in the bell tower

at Sponsel Administration Center. The bells

will chime on the quarter hour with a

library of music, including the TSU Alma

Mater.Through the years,the Gettig family

has supported TSU in many different

realms of campus life, including the Gettig

Fitness Center, Gettig Scholarships, and

the Gettig Golf Invitational Tournament. 

A dedication was also held for the
Tri-State University School of Education,
which will now bear the name of Dr.
Lawrence A. Franks of Sturgis, Michigan.
He is a ‘59 ME graduate and a member
of the Board of Trustees since 1984.

“It is an honor for TSU to have the
Franks’ family name be a part of our
School of Education,” said Brooks.

Franks was presented with a portrait and
an aerial photograph of the TSU campus.
He will join four other distinguished
alumni who have earned a place in 
Tri-State history by virtue of this honor:
Dr. Jerry Allen (‘78) and Dr. Jorja J.
Frasher (‘78) Allen, the Jerry and Jorja
Allen School of Engineering & Technology;
Dr. Robert Jannen (‘50), the Jannen
School of Arts and Sciences; and Dr.
Ralph W. Ketner (‘39), the Ralph W.
Ketner School of Business.

Trustees honored
D U R I N G  C O M M E N C E M E N T  A C T I V I T I E S
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7TRI -STATE UNIVERSITY

In addition to the Tri-State University’s

new University Center and Center for

Online Technology, slated to be open 

in fall of 2007, TSU is also announcing

additional projects that will forever

change the face of the University. A

multi-purpose stadium and new student

apartments, replacing dormitory-style

residence halls, will be constructed. 

In addition, interior renovation will 

be completed on C. W. Sponsel

Administrative Center. Integrated in

these plans will be new infrastructure

and technology that includes an expanded

fiber optic network, a completely wireless

environment, Shared Multimedia
Access to Resources for Teaching
(SMART) classrooms, and a laptop
tablet implementation program. Plans
are also in progress to demolish Stewart
Hall, TSU’s largest dormitory, and to
build in its place a six-court, state-of-
the-art tennis pavilion in the summer of
2008. These undertakings, along with
future projects, were recently approved
by the TSU Board of Trustees in con-
junction with the success of the Vision
for the Future capital campaign. 

“The University Center project is the

largest single project in the history of

TSU,” noted Earl D. Brooks II, Ph.D.,

President of TSU. “However, these

added projects will be monumental in

the way that TSU enters the future.

These steps, along with our excellent

faculty and staff, will ensure that 

we provide a first-class learning 

environment for our students and provide

the necessary resources for a quality

educational experience.” These projects,

combined with various other construction

and renovation undertakings under

Brooks’ tenure, mark the largest campus-

wide improvement project in the history

of TSU.
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on Target
Written by Cindy Bevington

They call it the CSI effect: the TV show
CSI has spurred not hundreds, but thou-
sands, of students in colleges across the
nation to seek degrees in criminal justice,
forensic science, and related areas, such
as accounting. And, it’s not just a phe-
nomenon of traditional students.
Whether they’ve come back to college to
further their education or are enrolling
in degree-granting evening classes for
the first time, adults are choosing these
programs for their majors, too.

The trend has not bypassed TSU. In fact,
this fall, in a count that includes all the
branch campuses and evening programs,
as well as the main campus, students
majoring in criminal justice at TSU out
number mechanical engineering majors.
But, while some colleges and universities
are just announcing the start of a criminal
justice program or major at their
schools—or are polishing and adding on
to their existing programs—Tri-State has
been churning out a top-notch CRJ 
program for the past several years, with
students who consistently place in the

top echelon in regional and national 
CSI competitions.

“The program that we offer, plus the
diverse activities, gives our students an
edge when it comes to entering the job
market,” says Craig Laker, chairman 
of the department of criminal justice, 
psychology and social sciences.

While the CRJ program and forensic 
science are in two different departments,
they go hand-in-hand on a crime scene.
And, depending on the scene, companion
degrees in business administration and
accounting can be just as important. The
CRJ and forensic science programs 
at Tri-State were still 20 years away when
Albert Schreiber earned his degree 
in business administration in 1972. 
But today, as a senior special agent at the
Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center under the Department of
Homeland Security, Schreiber sees 
a critical need for the CRJ degree, at 
a minimum, for people looking to work
in his field.

From surveillance to gathering evidence
at a crime scene—or suspected crime
scene—to ferreting out forgeries in written
documents, that basic knowledge is crucial
to the foundation of a job that goes
beyond the obvious, Schreiber says. And,
in today’s highly exacting investigations,
where even a microscopic fiber that is
invisible to the naked eye can determine
the success or failure of a mission, 
knowledge of both criminal justice and
forensic science are all but mandatory.

“Forensic science would be the add-on,”
Schreiber says. “In Homeland Security,
we have a forensic lab and a documents
lab, with an original copy of every identity
document in the world. Our job is to
detect the counterfeit ones—which is very
important, since Homeland Security
oversees the State Department in issuing
visas now, to help keep terrorists out.
Our people know their jobs so well that
they can simply look at a bolt and tell
you where it was manufactured.”

Chad Adolph, ’03, majored in accounting,
with a minor in criminal justice. Both his

TSU is right

Photos by Carla Satchwell
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CSI FEATURE

including adjunct professor Frank Jagoda,
a 29-year Indiana State Police (ISP) 
veteran with 20 years of experience as 
a crime scene technician, gave Adolph
exactly what he needed to qualify for the
job he does now.

“TSU professors provide real-world class-
es, from real-world backgrounds,”
Adolph says. “It’s one thing to be able to
teach, but it’s another to teach from
experience and, to me, that’s what’s
important. So, my time at TSU not only
gave me the education, but the experi-
ence.”

When Jagoda came to TSU, he brought
with him every note and photograph
he’d ever taken in the cases he worked

like scene of dead bodies and blood,
queues the IRS into the picture because
all income, legal or illegal, is taxable.
Hence, the IRS does its own investigation
in a crime like this to determine who is
running the “business,” who works for it,
and who owes taxes on the drug sale’s
income, as well as how much is owed.

“So, in some ways it’s like TV,” Adolph
says. “And, it’s exciting. My job changes
constantly. The security that we use in
processing and investigating something is
just like a crime scene. For example, one
of my jobs is to issue search warrants,
which means security has to be just like a
crime scene, so nothing is disturbed.”

In this arena, the professors at TSU,

CRJ training and accounting help him
every day as a special agent for the 
U.S. Internal Revenue Service. “We’re
constantly looking at books and records
to uphold internal revenue laws, such as
income tax returns and records to clarify
that people actually are reporting what
they made,” Adolph says. “The accounting
program gave me the foundation to do
that job. But the criminal justice degree
gave me the foundation I needed on
knowledge of federal law.”

It doesn’t sound like CSI, TV-style. But,
it’s still criminal justice, if for no other
reason than some real-life crime scenes
involve IRS issues. For example, a drug
deal, whether or not it goes bad, and
whether or not it involves the classic TV-

I teach them to take one step at a time, sit back, talk it over and work things
out, always following the right procedures to secure the investigation.”
—Frank Jagoda, adjunct professor

for the ISP. This material now is the base
of his CSI I and II classes. 

“I’m one of the original CSI investigators
in the ISP,” Jagoda says. “When I started
we worked with a fingerprint kit and a 35
mm camera—I tell my students I’m a
dinosaur in CSI.”

However, he’s no dinosaur when it comes
to expertise in crime scene investigations.
Rather, he’s a founding father of CSI
protocol. 

“Originally, when I started working
crime scenes with the State Police, we
had some real mess-ups,” Jagoda says.
“So, a couple of us got together and drew
up a protocol on processing crime
scenes, and then began teaching others

what we’d learned.”

When the O.J. Simpson and Jon Benet
Ramsey cases came along, with their
botched security around the crime scenes
and contaminated evidence, the need for
technical training in crime scene investi-
gations became a herald call for law
enforcement agencies—and strengthened
the importance of what Jagoda and his
partners already were teaching.

In his classes at TSU, Jagoda is a self-
described, hard-nosed disciplinarian
who doesn’t tolerate tardiness or
absences, and who doesn’t allow cell
phones, pagers, or hats in class. And
then, when the class begins, the students
get hard-hitting subject matter from the

start—and the photos Jagoda once took
as an investigator, with all the TV-like
images that people think of when they hear
the words “crime scene,” become the class.

“I teach crime scene processing, and the
students learn the importance of security at
a scene,” Jagoda says. “I teach them to take
one step at a time, sit back, talk it over, and
work things out, always following the right
procedures to secure the investigation.”

With a been-there, done-that background,
Jagoda imparts his knowledge of crime
scene dos and don’ts so well upon his
students that several times in a regional
or national competition they actually
have found that they knew more about
proper procedures than the people setting

“
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up the test crime scene.

“In the American Criminal Justice
Association competitions, the teams go
into a hotel room that has been set up
like a crime scene and analyze all the
evidence, and our CSI teams have done
extremely well,” Jagoda says. “We took
first place out of 170 teams nationwide 
in 2003, and second in 2004, 2005, 
and 2006. And, we’re competing against
the big boys—they don’t divide it by
school size. Instead, the freshmen and
sophomores of all the schools compete
against each other in the lower division,
and the juniors and seniors compete in
the upper division,” Jagoda says. 

Greg Gorbett, a TSU 2003 forensic 
science major with a minor in criminal
justice and chemistry, was a part of the
2003 winning team. Today, he is a fire
and explosion analyst with the John A.
Kennedy Association in Sarasota, Florida.
A private firm that is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year, the Kennedy
Association has worked on dozens 
of important cases, such as the Waco 
incident, the Oklahoma City bombing,
and the MGM fire.

Gorbett’s job involves working mostly
with lawyers and insurance companies in
incidents that involve fire. When a fire
occurs, an insurance company investigates
the scene to determine whether it’s
incendiary (arson) or accidental—a 
malfunction of a product or the result of a
human action, such as someone smoking. 

“The malfunction is where we come in,
both for or against the manufacturers,”
Gorbett says. “Every once in a while we
do an arson investigation.”

Like Adolph, Gorbett says his TSU CSI
education helped him understand the
importance of documentation, evidence
collection, and photographing everything. 

in some ways it’s like TV. it’s exciting. And,
My job changes constantly. The security
that we use in processing and investigating
something is just like a crime scene.”
—Chad Adolph,  03

“

’
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“In fact, it’s probably more difficult to do

a fire scene investigation than anything

else,” Gorbett says. “So this background

really helped.”

Internships, while majoring in CRJ at

Tri-State, played a key role in the life of

Matt Matusiak, ’05, who now is working

on his master’s degree in criminal justice

at the University of Central Florida.

Interestingly, Matusiak started in civil

engineering, but switched to CRJ in his

freshman year. The internships helped

him decide which area of criminal justice

he most wanted to pursue.

“I did five internships,” he says. “The

first one was with a private security firm

monitoring employee entrances and

exits, and watching security for the

buildings, helipad, and parking lots. The

second one was with the Porter County

Sheriff ’s Department in Valparaiso,

where we focused on working with the

commissary for prisoners, monitoring

inmate accounts and the jail’s general

store. I also did ride-alongs on the pro-

cessing and serving of warrants.”

His third and fourth internships were

with the Branch County, Michigan Day

Treatment Program, monitoring youth in

a non-secure juvenile delinquent center. 

His fifth internship was with the U.S.

Marshal Service in Fort Wayne, where

he observed court duties, helped with

inmate transfers, and assisted in taking

inmates to the hospital. He also helped

serve warrants.

Together, the intern experiences not

only validated his switching majors but

helped him decide where he wanted to

go next, he says. 

“I know a lot of kids who wait until 

their junior or senior years for internships,

but I wanted to get involved in real-

world experiences right away. The next

internship was very eye-opening, riding

along with the officers and watching the

psychology of how to decide to give 

a ticket, for example. I also learned

speed-cuffing—we practiced with a

SWAT officer and each other.”

A robbery at a truck stop while riding

midnights with an officer taught

Matusiak first-hand the importance of

following the methods he learned in

Jagoda’s class. 

“With that, because of the class, I knew

to just follow and observe, rather than

being in the way,” Matusiak says. “And

the officers were appreciative that I’d

had that CSI class at Tri-State.”

The day treatment center experience

was a 15-hour-a-week paying job that he

balanced with 18 hours of classes.

“Throw in fraternities and studying, and

you learn time management right away,”

Matusiak says. 

The experiences also taught Matusiak

that good teaching, combined with real-

world experience, is priceless.

“As a freshman, I thought Tri-State was

really kind of small,” he says. “But the

education was excellent. All of my 

professors went above and beyond what

they had to do. Now that I’ve gone on to

a larger school, I realize just how much

TSU did for me. From admissions to

administration to the professors, you get

so much more that you don’t get at a

larger university. Looking back, it’s

amazing. The education, you just can’t

beat it. TSU is an excellent school.”

READY, AIM, FIRE —This TSU Handgun Team member aims his gun during target practice held

at the Angola Conservation Club just west of campus. Above photo by Jen Ellis.
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Collectively, Professors Craig Laker,
John Milliken, and Ann Benson stand at
the forefront of TSU’s criminal justice
and forensic science field. Their diverse 
educational and practical experience
helps to give the forensic science major 
a well-rounded education in one of the
fastest growing fields on TSU campus.
Whether it is law, law enforcement, or
science, a breadth of knowledge will be
covered during a student’s four year stay
at TSU in both the criminal justice and
science departments.

CRAIG  LAKER
Associate professor Craig Laker is the
chair of the criminal science department.
He has completed coursework toward a
Doctorate of Philosophy from the
University of Cincinnati, a Master’s of
Art, majoring in criminal justice; a
Master’s of Public Affairs, a Bachelor’s of
Science, and a certificate of business
studies from Indiana University. On the
TSU campus since 1999, he teaches
courses on institutional corrections, 

correctional law, public administration,
micro/macro-economics, and serial killers.
He teaches classes on the main campus,
TSU North, TSU Fort Wayne, and TSU
Four County Vocational. His research
interests include probation and parole,
white collar crime, sociology of deviance,
juvenile incarceration, intermediate
sanctions, and animal laws. 

JOHN MILL IKEN
John Milliken is an assistant professor in
criminal justice. Having engaged in the
general practice of law for 26 years, 
as well as serving as a substitute judge,
Milliken brings a unique perspective to the
criminal justice department. He received
his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from
the University of Toledo and a bachelor’s
degree in sociology from Ohio State
University. Milliken has been a part of
the Tri-State family since 2003. He teaches
introduction to government, criminal law,
criminal procedure and evidence, and
American constitutional development.

ANN BENSON
Ann Benson is the science department
chair at TSU. Since 1985, Benson has
served as the director of the Northeastern
Indiana Tri-State Regional Science Fair,
a member of the Teacher Education
Committee, and past chairman of the
Self-Study Committee for Reaccreditation.
She has also published three general
chemistry laboratory manuals. Among
her degrees are a Master’s of Education
from Indiana University, two bachelor’s
degrees, one in chemistry from Tulane
University and one in science education
from Tri-State University. She has also
received the Northeast Indiana Section
of the American Chemical Society
Chemist of the Year award in 1999 and
the McKetta Award for Excellence in
Teaching in 1994 and 2002. She has
taught the following classes: general
chemistry classes and labs, chemistry—
its ideas and applications with the 
laboratory, and criminalistics and crime
scene investigation lab.

Photo by Tom Galliher From the left: John Milliken; Ann Benson; Craig Laker
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This year’s 2006 John E. Morin

Outstanding Student Leader Award, 

presented by Tau Alpha Omicron, went

to Jamie Steiner. Steiner will graduate in

2006 with a double major in criminal 

justice and psychology. She then plans to

attend graduate school to become a

forensic psychologist. Aside from her

leadership skills, Steiner also brings 

other talents to the growing field of 

criminal justice. 

At this year’s American Criminal Justice

Association’s regional competition,

Steiner was presented with multiple 

academic and crime scene investigation

awards, plus a third place finish in handgun.

She went on to help her TSU team place

second in the national crime scene inves-

tigation competition this year. Next year,

TSU will host the national competition. 

According to Steiner, TSU has provided
her with hands-on training in a field that
is based on technical training. Professors
at TSU are practitioner-based, giving
students first-hand knowledge about the
topic they are teaching. 

One of Steiner’s professors, Craig Laker,
chair of the criminal justice department,
helped Steiner to acquire an internship
over the summer at the Indiana
Women’s Correctional Facility. She
will be working with all departments,
including juveniles, psychiatry,
and pregnancy unit, in order to
get a better idea of the different
branches in forensic psychology. 

“I am fascinated with the criminal
mind,” said Steiner. “I want to
understand why criminals do
what they do.”

THIS YEAR’S 2006 OUTSTANDING STUDENT

Tri-State University will be hosting the
American Criminal Justice Association
Region Six Conference in October at the
South Bend branch campus. The topic of
this year’s competition will be practical
homicide investigation. Students from 15
schools in six different states in the
Midwest will be taking part in the 
competition that tests handgun skills,
agility, and crime scene investigation. 

A job fair will also be provided with 
various local, state, and federal agencies
in attendance. 

Twenty ACJA member schools are
expected to attend.

C S I  A N D  H A N D G U N  T E A M

TSU HOME OF 2006 ACJA

REGIONAL CONFERENCE
NOT JUST PLAYING AROUND 
TSU PROVIDES ESSENTIAL TRAINING

Photo by Tom Galliher
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Criminals may need to start thinking
twice before puckering up at a crime
scene. Two TSU graduates recently did a
study that may prove to be beneficial to
those in the forensic science field. After
doing a study on identical twins’ lips,
Alexis Davidson, BS ’05, and Hilary
Wilson, BS ’05, found that though their
lips are shaped and sized similarly, the
crease arrangements of each individual’s
lips and their prints are distinctly different.

In their paper, Davidson and Wilson
noted: Lip prints bring added evidence to a
crime scene that can be valuable, especially
when lacking other evidence, like fingerprints.

Lip prints can be a factor in many different
kinds of crimes, such as: tape when a person
has been bound or gagged, prints on a glass
that a person drank from, prints on a cigarette
butt, and prints on a glass/window if they
were pressed up against it. All of these are
potential places where lip prints may be found
and used in the investigation of a crime. 

In the study, five sets of twins, ranging 
in age from 14 to 29 were used. Four 
different types of data were collected
from DNA swabs, tape pulls, glass prints,
and dental casting of the lips. The DNA
swabs were used to determine that the
twins had indistinguishable DNA, hence
monozygotic twins.  The women also
demonstrated the persistency of the
creases of the lips by obtaining another
set of casts of the lips about a month after
the initial standards had been obtained.   

“Studying monozygotic twins helps
demonstrate uniqueness,” said John
Vanderkolk of the Indiana State Police
laboratory. “If repetition of patterns in
nature were to be found, monozygotic
twins should be the place to find repetition.

WRITTEN BY KRISTA SHIELDS

There are far too many factors to occur
for patterns in nature to be replicated.
Hence, all patterns in nature are expected
to be unique.”

Cheiloscopy, the study of lips, is a fairly
new science. The use of lip prints in
criminal cases is limited because the
credibility of lip prints has not been 
firmly established in the court system. 

“The reason cheiloscopy has yet to be to
admissible is that it hasn’t been tested in
the courts and really the literature on the
topic is pretty limited,” noted Criminal
Justice Chair Dr. Craig Laker. “The topic
needs to be tested more in the scientific
community, using the scientific method,
before it is an accepted use of identification.
In addition, you would have to qualify as
an expert witness, meaning you have
done extensive studies on the topic, and
very few scientists have.”

This just demonstrates how TSU students
are thrust into the forefront of their field.
Whether it’s lip prints or DNA swabs,
these two graduates learned that lips
don’t lie.

There are far too many factors to occur for patterns in nature to be replicated. Hence, all
patterns in nature are expected to be unique.”

—John Vanderkolk, Indiana State Police 

Diamond grooves

Long vertical grooves

Short vertical grooves

Rectangular grooves

Branching grooves

Five Types of lips

“

08_17  6/12/06  9:58 PM  Page 15


